
 
Suzann Cromer’s formal education began at 
North Texas State in Denton, Texas. She 

began painting and drawing at an early age 

and has continued to study various forms of 

art through apprenticeship and atelier 

programs with private instructors. 

Believing that as a student of art you are 

always learning and viewing the world in a 

special way. 

 Suzann has a passion for sculpting in water 

based clay with a emphasis on the human 

head and figure.  She has produced a 

bronze portrait bust for the Rotary Club of 

Pittsburg, Texas, a figure sculpture of 

children saluting the flag for the 

Daingerfield Independent School District 

and numerous private commissioned works.  

She has had a one person exhibit at the 

Northeast Texas Community College, Mt. 

Pleasant, Texas and was the guest sculptor 

at the Longview Museum of Fine Arts 

exhibition for regional artists. Having 

served as Artist in Residence at the  
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Longview Museum of Fine Arts, in 

Longview, Texas and judging shows 

at the Michelson Museum, Marshall, 

Texas and giving private classes has 

enabled her to share some of her 

knowledge with many students of all 

ages. She is currently a member of 

the National Sculpture Society or 

New York, The Texas Sculpture 

Association, Dallas, Texas, Portrait 

Society of America, Tallahassee, 

Florida, The Texas Society of 

Sculptors, Austin, Texas and The 

Sculptors of Life, Texas. 
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 Starting June 1, 2016 Donna Monroe will be taking over the following  

 duties from Teresa Garrett: Webpage Administrator, the MPAS  

 newsletter and email.  Email messages will still show Teresa’s name  

 although they will be sent out by Donna Monroe. 

   

 Linda Hardy received First Place in Drawing at the 31st Annual 

 Texas &  Neighbors Regional Art Exhibition in Irving, TX for her  

 piece titled, "The Fragility of Lives & Dreams". 
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About May’s 2015 Guest Artist  

Suzann Cromer 

 

NEWSFLASH 

 
This meeting coming up is the last 

one until we start again in 

September 2016.  The 2016 – 2017 

meeting schedule will be posted on 

the MPAS website by Donna 

Monroe before September. 

 

It will soon be time to renew your 

MPAS membership.  Remember 

May Day is pay day, so renew your 

membership in May by paying $35 

to the MPAS.    

 

May 2016 
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2016 Winners of the MPAS Annual  

Membership Art Show 

 

 First Place----------------------Linda Hardy 

 Second Place-------------------Hellon Catlett 

 Third Place----------------------Judy Barry 

 Cypress Bank-------------------Michele Green 

 Pilgrim Bank--------- ----------LaVerne Arnett 

 First National Bank------------Sandy Spann 

 First Federal Community Bank--Linda Pepper 

 American National Bank-------Linda Larey 

 Edwards Jones-------------------David Stinson 

 MPAS Memorial Award--------Carol Durrum 

 Honorable Mention--------------Peggy Crosby 

 Peoples Choice Award-----------Linda Hardy 
  

 Pictures of all show paintings are posted on  

 the MPAS website.  To view them click on  

 the Gallery page and then the subcategory  

 Annual Membership Art Show. 

 

Phil Starke April Workshop 
 

Phile Starke five-day oil painting workshop on April 4 – 8, 2016,  

was a huge success with 20 ladies eagerly learning how to improve 

their oil painting skills.  Phil’s teaching approach was thorough and  

well organized.  He started each day by doing a painting demo in 

the morning and then one after lunch.  The ladies then painted for  

several hours while Phil walked around the room assessing each  

individual’s progress and providing assistance/feedback.  Each day  

he covered a different aspect of painting to include composition,  

color scheme, value and how to handle variations of green hues in a landscape.  We sincerely thank Phil Starke  

for sharing his expertise and skills with members of art society and for donating his Sunday demo to the art 

MPAS.  Everyone enjoyed the workshop very much and hope he comes back soon.   

 

April’s Art Demo by Phil Starke 
 

Phil Starke’s art demo on Sunday’s meeting was very instructive.  The demo  

was a prelude to the five-day workshop that followed.  He explained how to 

 block-in large shapes with the correct value and color.  He also expounded on 

 the importance of composition.  The picture on the right is the unfinished  

piece he did on Sunday to show the importance of blocking-in large shapes 

before diving in to details.   

   

 

In Our Backroom Featured Artist  

Sandy St John 

 

After a career as a singer and ventriloquist traveling the 

world, Sandra St. John has traded her puppets for paints 

and a palette.  For years she traveled the world performing 

on cruise ships and entertaining throughout the United 

States.  Yet her love of art was never far away.  She always 

carried a sketchbook, and when she was not traveling she 

managed to take art classes.  She studied at Collin Country 

Community College with artists such as James Tennyson, 

who painted Ann Richards' Capitol portrait and illustrator 

Michael McGar.  She says, "Half the time I got an A and 

the other half I would be traveling so much I'd have to 

withdraw and get a W. I guess you could say I had a J 

average!"  She has also learned through art workshops and 

various videos.  Now Sandra is devoting her time to 

painting.  "Painting brings me the joy of seeing the 

wonders of the world ever more clearly.  Art asks not for 

erasing oneself, but it does demand a quieting of the self 

and an opening to that marvelous exchange encountered in 

the dialogue between the self and what is outside the self.  

This happens at deeper and more profound levels as the 

artist grows in awareness.  I wish to experience this 

heightened state of being and, through my art, share it with 

others." She has received an award here and there, 

including first place in the Mt. Pleasant Art Society and 

Franklin County Arts Alliance shows.  She is also a 

signature member of the Southwestern Watercolor Society. 

 

 


